
[PUBLIC LAW g;[-6(i,[] 
H. R.12575 

~ighQ!'fifth Q:ongrrss of th[ tlniud £,taus of 2lmttica 
AT THE SECOND SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Tuesday, the seventh day of January, 
one thousand nine hundred and fifty -eight 

2102let 
.To provide for research into problems of flight within nnd outside the earth's 

ntmosphere, and for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatimes of the 
United States of America in Oongress assembled, 

TITLE I-SHORT TITLE, DECLARATION OF POLICY, AND 
DEFINITIONS 

SHORT TITLE 

SEC. 101. This Act may be cited as the "National Aeronautics and 
Space Act of 1958". 

DECLARATION OF POLICY AND PURl>OSE 

SEC. 102. (a) The Congress hereby declares that it is the policy of 
the United States that activities in space should be devoted to peaceful 
purposes for the benefit of all mankind. 

(b) The Congress declares that the general welfare and security of 
the United States require that adequate provision be made for aero­
nautical and space activities. The Congress further declares that 
such activities shall be the responsibility of, and shall be directed by, 
a civilian agency exercising control over aeronautical and space ac­
tivities sponsored by the United States, except that activities peculiar 
to or primari ly associated with the development of weapons systems, 
military o\>erations, or the defense of the United States (including 
the researc 1 and development necessary to make effective provision for 
the defense of the United States) shall be the responsibility of, and 
shall b.l directed by, bhe Department of Defense; and that determina­
tion as to which such ao-ency has responsibility for and direction of 
any such activity shall ge made by the President in conformity with 
section 201 (e). 

(c) The aeronautical and space activities of the United States shall 
be conducted so as to contribute materially to one or more of the 
following objectives: 

(1) The expansion of human knowledge of phenomena in the 
atmosphere and space; 

(2) The improvement of the usefulness, performance, speed, 
safety, and efficiency of aeronautical and space vehicles; 

(3) The development and operation of vehicles capable of 
c31'J'ying instruments, equipnlent, suppJies, and living organisms 
through space; 

(4) The establishment of long·range studies of the potential 
benefits to be gained from, the opportunities for, and the problems 
involved in the utilization of aeronautical and space activities for 
peaceful and scientific purposes; 

(5) The preservation of the role of the United States as a 
leader in aeronautical and space science and technology and in 
the application thereof to the conduct of peaceful activities within 
and outside the atmosphere; 

(6) The makin'" available to agencies directly concerned with 
national defense o~ discoveries that haye military value or signifi­
cance, and the furnishing by such agencies, to the civilian agency 
established to direct and control nonmilitary aeronantical and 
space activities, of information as to discoveries which have value 
or significance to that agency; 
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APPROPRIATIONS 

SEo.307. (a) There are hereby authorized to be appropriated such 
sums as may be necessary to carry out this Act, except that nothing in 
this Act shall authol"ize the appropriation of any amount for (1) the 
acquisition or condemnation of any real propert,Y, or (2) any other 
item of a capital nature (such as plant or faCilIty acquIsition, con­
struction, 01' expansion) which exceeds $250,000. Sums appropriated 
pursuant to this subsection for the construction of facilities, or 
for research and development activities, shall remain available until 
expended. 

(b) Any funds appropriated for the construction of facilities may 
be used for emergency repairs of existing facilities when such existing 
facilities are made inoperative by majol' breakdown, accident, or other 
circumstances and such repairs are deemed by the Administrator to 
be of greater urgency than the constr tion of new facilities. 

APPROVED 
JUL 2 !1 1958 



I certify that this Act originated in the House of Representatives. 
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